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endure for long. If some Ministers dream
of a policy in which the blandness of the
Conservative oil will blend pleasantly with
the acidity of the Liberal lemon, they will
soon be disillusioned. Not thus do men
conduct their affairs in a world of strife.
Continuity of foreign policy, for instance,
in these latter days has, in the opinion of
many, meant continuity of Conservative
foreign policy. One would search in vain in
recent years for traces of that ethical right,
that respect for weak nationalities, and
that support of the oppressed which formed
the cardinal features of Liberalism under
Gladstone. Machiavelli has usurped the
throne of Christ. So in India, when Lord
Curzon pleaded for continuity of policy he
obviously had in his mind a perpetual
government according to Conservative
conceptions. That form of government
has its merits, but they are merits which,
in the opinion of Liberals, are eclipsed by
its inherent defects. Rightly or wrongly,
Liberals conceive it to be stunted and
narrow, and unsuited for the requirements
of an India that has begun to move. And